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THE ORIGINS OF THE PLOT: CULTURAL CRISIS AND RUSSIAN REVOLUTION IN M. GORKY’S NOVEL 
“THE LIFE OF KLIM SAMGIN”

In the novel “The Life of Klim Samgin”, Maxim Gorky undertakes a gigantic study of the intellectual life of the pre-
revolutionary intelligentsia. However, his novel of ideas is more than a statement on the existing concepts of the revolution 
of that time. Gorky creates a plot of searching for ideas for the Russian revolution, which opens in the second chapter 
of his novel during the stay of the young Klim Samgin in St. Petersburg. Here Samgin not only encounters for the first 
time Russian Marxists, but also becomes a witness of the dispute of the Marxist Stepan Kutuzov with a descendant of 
a noble family, Igor Turoboev. In my article I will focus on three central aspects: the arrival of the main character in St. 
Petersburg where he metaphorically arrives in the space of history; the subject and the progress of controversy between 
Kutuzov and Turoboev; as well as the meaning of the figure of Turoboev and the backstage game around him, outlined 
in the episode and escaping the attention of Klim Samgin.
Keywords: St. Petersburg, Petersburg text, Russia before revolution, revolution, novel of ideas, Marxism, decadence, 
criticism of culture, cultural crisis, history, historical narrative, positivism, pathos of scientific knowledge, monumentality, 
dialogues, composition of the novel.
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