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THE NOVEL “MOTHER” AS A REVOLUTIONIST’S CATECHISM:
FORMATION OF THE REVOLUTIONARY ETHIC

The article states that the history of writing of the novel “Mother” came to determine its ideology which, however, was 
not fully developed in the author’s subsequent works. Being written on the Russian material after the time when the first 
Russian revolution was defeated the novel was based on the ideas of the European philosophy well known among the 
revolutionary emigration. And at the same time it was making efforts to solve the problems common for social movement. 
The article also addresses the moral and ethical program of forming an exceptional hero, a leader in the context of ideological 
and philosophical research made by Russian intelligence of 1900-th years. Peculiarities of reception of the novel by home 
critics as well as the place of the novel in Gorky’s literary heritage are marked in the article.
Кеуwords: the novel “Mother”, the first Russian revolution, revolutionary emigration, moral and ethical program.
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