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О. V. Bogdanova, L. K. Oliander
TOLSTOY: WAR AND PEACE / GORKY: PEACE AND WAR AS TWO STAGES OF RUSSIAN THOUGHT

In the article, when comparing the novels “War and Peace” by L. Tolstoy and “Life of Klim Samgin” by M. Gorky, on 
the one hand, the entry of war into the world, its trace on all sides of human life: on the worldview, actions and destiny of 
the individual, and also the country in general; on the other hand, the maturation of war in peaceful conditions are shown. 
In the article attention is focused on the mental and moral side of life, on forming war thinking and revolution thinking.
Keywords: M. Gorky, L. Tolstoy, motive system, pretext, intertext, synergetics
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Bogdanova Olga V., Vlasova Elizaveta A.
THE STORY OF SERGEI DOVLATOV “FINNISH CREPE SOCKS”
(GORKY INTERTEXT)

The article examines the intertextual strategy of S. Dovlatov and revealed a direct link of the Dovlatov text and pretext 
Gorky. The paper refutes the proposition that the main trend of intertextual presence in Dovlatov’s texts is related to his 
earlier works, and the intertext of later works seems to be weakening. As shown in the article, the domestic pretext —  in 
this case Gorky intertext —  continued to be present in Dovlatov’s American prose.
Keywords: modern Russian prose, S. Dovlatov, intertext, M. Gorky
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Gavrish T. R.
PHILOSOPHY OF CHOOSING DEATH
(based on «The Life of Klim Samgin» by Maxim Gorky)

Life as a constant process of self–knowledge is a characteristic feature of the most reflective heroes of «The Life of Klim 
Samgin». Cognition is a concept to which Gorky attached special importance. In his correspondence and —  in parallel —  
in the final work Gorky formulates the idea of the «third instinct» —  the instinct of knowledge, the implementation of 
which will allow a person to realize the meaning and purpose of existence. The inner need of a person to find himself, 
accentuated in Gorky’s novel, is organic for many heroes of the work, despite the possible failure of the search and the 
tragic finale of the seeker. The idea of true drama of self-knowledge is developed in particular as the idea of suicide. 
Suicide of different heroes of «The Life of Klim Samgin» can take different internal forms —  alienation of the person 
and his actual death (the realized suicide or the directed death) or compelled stay in an existential situation. The likely 
conclusion of the fate of Klim Samgin may be like the others.
Keywords: self-knowledge, «instinct of knowledge», understanding of reality, meaning of life, drama of self-knowledge, 
suicide, existential situation.
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РУССКИЙ НАЦИОНАЛЬНЫЙ ХАРАКТЕР 

В ПРОИЗВЕДЕНИЯХ М. ГОРЬКОГО 19101920х ГОДОВ

(СВОЕОБРАЗИЕ ХУДОЖЕСТВЕННЫХ РЕШЕНИЙ)
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Gordovich K. D.
RUSSIAN NATIONAL CHARACTER IN MAXIM GORKY’S WORKS FROM THE 1910S AND 1920S 
(the peculiarity of artistic decisions)

This paper notes some peculiarities of the author’s artistic choices on the basis of Gorky’s short stories in the “In Old 
Russia” series, as well as “Diary notes” and memoirs. I focus the attention both on the questions posed by the narrator 
and characters, and the level of understanding of life and people that is noted in the text. The analysis confirms Gorky’s 
interest in all that is “diverging from the norm”, and in the specific qualities of the Russian soul and Russian character. 
In discussing the author’s description of meetings, arguments, and musings, I underline the interesting interrelation of 
observations about others with narrating a personal story, as well as the author’s reflection of the process of understanding 
life and people in that personal story.
Keywords: M. Gorky, soul, personality, book, understanding, Russian, cruelty, kindness/
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Gudkov M. M.
M. GORKY’S PLAY «YEGOR BULYCHOV AND THE OTHERS» ON THE STAGE AT AMERICAN ARTEF 
THEATRE (1934/35)

The author examines the American premiere of M. Gorky’s play “Yegor Bulychov and the others,” which was produced 
by “worker’s” of the Jewish ARTEF theatre. It was created by Gorky’s fellow countryman and Eugene Vakhtangov’s 
disciple —  Beno Schneider, —  this performance became one of the first attempts to import Vakhtangov’s theatrical ideas 
into US stage practice. The author focuses on the reception of Gorky’s play and its production in the USA on the basis of 
previously unknown materials (first of all, reviews in American newspapers) from the collections of the New York Public 
Library for the Performing Arts. The work is aimed at expanding the understanding of the Russian writer’s work as well 
as the familiarization of Eugene Vakhtangov’s ideas abroad.
Keywords: axim Gorky, American theatre, “Red 30s”, ARTEF theatre, play “Yegor Bulychov and the others”, Eugene 
Vakhtangov, “Habima” Studio, Beno Schneider.
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Рис. 1. Анонс американской премьеры пьесы 
М. Горького «Егор Булычов и другие» в театре 

«АРТЕФ» (6 января 1934).
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Блаженный Пропотей (слева, с посохом), поп Павлин (в центре), игуменья Мелания (справа) 

и Егор Булычов (лежит на кушетке).
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Рис. 3. «Егор Булычов и другие». Театр «АРТЕФ», Нью-Йорк, 1934/35.
Сцена «Никчемушные, купеческие дети»: Антонина Достигаева (слева), 

Алексей Достигаев (в центре, с дудочкой) и Шура Булычова (справа).
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The article deals with the interpretation of the Stepan Razin image in the M. Gorky’s and E. Zamyatin’s scenarios 
and novels by V. Kamenskiy, A. Chapygin. M. Gorky’s contact connections with foreign cinema, wordings, characters 
structure and poetic manner of Gorky’s Razin scenario are investigated; different concepts of Stepan Razin image and his 
insurrection’s sense and his relationships with another personages in the works by V. Kamenskiy, A. Chapygin, E. Zamyatin 
are considered; genre matter of Gorky’s and Zamyatin’s scenarios is disclosed.
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HUMAN AS PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEM IN MAXIM GORKY’S WRITINGS
(to the 150th anniversary of the writer)

The article deals with the psychological characteristics of a person, which Gorky gives in his works of art and journalism. The 
writer looks at a person through a multifaceted prism of his outstanding personality and his own life experience, which was 
formed in various, often extremely unfavorable external conditions. Gorky believes that external conditions in themselves are 
not a determining factor in the development of personality and worldview. It is not the environment that creates a person, but 
the way it acts for a person, as it is understood by him. In the perception of human actions Gorky attempts to penetrate the 
motives for which they are committed. The role of the book and culture in human life is great: they turn each of the ordinary 
people into a Person as a Creator of progress, free from boredom, from the poverty of desires, limited only by the desire for 
peace and saturation, controlled by spiritual needs, freed from the mass of prejudices with the help of passionate thought and 
creativity. Not power, not wealth, not fame should excite a person, but an active struggle for a better life, creative activity, 
restlessness, inexhaustible thirst for knowledge of the mysteries of life, constant work on oneself and care for others —  this 
is the purpose of man. Reflecting on the painful questions about the meaning of life, the role of religion, the importance of 
science, the writer did not remain a bystander of everything happening in the country, but was an active participant in social 
events, cultural construction in our country, a fighter for the approach of man e his ideal image.
Keywords: human being, external conditions, motivation, creative activity, personality, worldview
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The purpose of the article is to identify the deep relationship between the artistic consciousness of M. Gorky and the 
views of Russian religious philosophers, both former and writers, K. N. Leontyev and V. V. Rozanov: in its patriarchal 
religious foundations, and, in connection with this, the ideas of home-Russia.
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The purpose of the article is to establish the role and place of the great Russian river in the art system of M. Gorky through 
the analysis of poetics; to reveal in the picture of the world created by the writer the image of the Volga river as a symbol 
of Russia, taken against the background of a wide literary context and the context of other arts.
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. XII, . 41].
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 »,      -
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«…      ,  
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« , —     «  », —  
      ;  -

        ,  
  ,     

  » [3, . XVI, . 26–27].

     
     «   

».      
      
,      , 
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       -
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    ;  -
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  .
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 !     , 
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 !» [3, . XVI, . 143–144].

 Жизни    -
    .  
    горячим (« -

 кумачом », «  полымем горят», 
 «  …красных… »), теплыми 

(«желтый »)  холодными («  …   
 синей то »;  «   зеленый »; 

«зелены », «  зелени ») тонами .
    

  : золото  черная     
; золото  зеленый бархат    

: «  потемнеет , осеребрится 
»  . .

   солнца, золота  серебра.  
   .

 ,   -
,  , , -

 ,    :

«    , ,   
, , , ,  , 

  ,     , -
,     -

.  « » ,    
,   ,  

ярко белыми   синевато стеклянных 
 » [3, .XVI, . 85].

   Жизни,   
   .   

,    -
 : стремительного  ленивого

неторопливо могучего:

«Быстро несется    красивый
и сильный Ермак ,    -

,      медленно движутся -
  берега Волги, —     
,     ,  , 
 ,       , 

 ,     …
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 , простор и свобода,   
,    ; в спокойном дви

жении воды чуется сдержанная сила…   
  отпечаток медлительности.  —  

    —   , , — 
но ,  за ленью  огромная сила
сила необозримая,    ,  -

     …   
        
    .  -

, молчаливое ожидание -  более живого 
    ,  

     .    
  …      -
…    .  -

   … …» [3, 
. IV, . 203–205].

   -   -
-     -

:   обнимает Волга сердце доброй лаской, 
 отвечает песням вздохами,  будто говорит

: Живи ,    . 
  , , « »    
,  .    

  ,  
:

«   ,    -
 ,        

зловеще спокойно  —    … <…>  —  
 - - - ! —   -  ,   

,   . <…>
          -
,      -

 » [3, . IV, . 212–215].

      
        

     
  :

« , ,  ,     
  —  ,   —    

!» [3, . IV, . 212–215].

    
    -

,   Жизнь,  Смерть становится
праздником.

  ,  
  —      Жизни

блеск простор и свобода,     
   —     -

 . .  —    , 
   ,   

   , -
   ,   

  [C .: 15, c. 118].   —   
    природы и людей, -

 лениво и неуклюже.   -
: отсутствие сознания в этой полусонной

жизни кладет на весь красивый простор ее тень

грусти, —      -
,     огромной

и необозримой силы ,  себе ясных
желаний и целей.  ,   -

      
        

,     , , 
 .

      -
 ,     -

  ,   —     -
 —    ,   —   («  »). 
     ,  -  речка, 

,   —   -
   («   -
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 («  »).     -
     ,   -

    .  
   «  »,   

  :   , 
 «  ,  -

» (   ),    —  -
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 «    » [C .: 
: 11, 28].

  ,   
,    -

 .
   свинцовым

мерзостям жизни,     
    .  -

 —     .  . -
 Волга не река рабства и тоски    

  . .  -
  ,     

  « »,     -
,         
      
   :

«    ,   
  ,   !  

,      » 
[3, . XV, . 31].
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        . 
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CONCEPTUALITY AS A FUNDAMENTAL PROPERTY OF M. GORKY CREATIVITY

Important for M. Gorky concepts, most vividly expressed in his works “Foma Gordeev” and “Delo Artamonovyh”, this 
is the case, man, master, family. Unlike motive concept is diverse and dialogichen, compared with the idea is opened and 
sent to the world. Being not only an accessory of the art world, but also personal life experience-based representation of 
the author’s life, the concept is filled with tense meanings and values. Concepts, many of which are extremely relevant 
today, present in different books, that allows to consider conceptuality as a basic property of his creativity.
Keywords: concept, conceptuality, M. Gorky, “Foma Gordeev”, “Delo Artamonovyh”.
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GORKY CODE IN THE LEV KULESHOV’S FILM «THE GREAT COMFORTER» (1933)

By the mid-1930s, Gorky was canonized as a genius and the founder of Soviet literature. The image of the writer often 
appeared on the screen: in the films of M. Romm, M. Donskoy, S. Yutkevich … However, as early as 1933, the film “The 
Great Comforter” was shot, where the myth of Gorky was subjected to a comprehensive revision. The report is devoted 
to how the authors of the film debunk the civil position of Gorky during these years.
Keywords: A. M. Gorky, L. V. Kuleshov, cinema of the USSR
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The article deals with establishing connections between works by M. Gorky and V. Pikul. Gorky happens to be a character 
in Pikul’s novel “On the Outskirts of a Great Empire”. Pikul worked with Gorkiy’s journalism, his letters and archive 
as with historical sources. One can sense the author’s polemics with Gorky’s ideological position. Within the context of 
20th century culture there appears a unique dialogue of a historical novelist, recreating a certain period of life in Russia 
(“On the Outskirts of a Great Empire”), and a novelist depicting the epoch that he witnessed and participated in (“Life 
of Klim Samgin”).
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THE CONCEPT OF A NEW CULTURE IN THE “UNTIMELY THOUGHTS” . GORKY

The article analyzes the features of artistic realization of the Gorky concept of building a new culture in the journalistic 
texts of the 1917–1918, published in the book “Untimely thoughts. Notes on revolution and culture”. —  Petrograd, 1918.
(48 articles). They were timely and relevant not only in those years, but remain so in our time, because they touched upon 
the most important issues of human existence: the elevation of the individual involved in the construction of a new society 
and a new culture; the struggle for the development of education, science, “intellectual power”, capable of reforming 
society and the economy; the formation of national consciousness; understanding of its world-historical mission, realized 
in the idea of a new culture and “world brotherhood”.
Keywords: Gorky, journalism, revolution and culture, “Untimely thoughts”.
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PHILOSOPHY OF FACT BY M. GORKY. FROM FACT TO FICTION

Analysis of M. Gorky’s use of the word «fact» makes it possible to determine his attitude to reality, to truth, to literary 
creation (to the essay in particular). The fact is primary (secondary ideas), and requires evaluation, selection, processing, 
up to «fantasy». Rejecting the factography of the Lef, not submitting to the «particular fact», preferring positive facts to 
the harmful truth Gorky calls for the creation of new facts constituting the socialist realistic «third reality» —  «the reality 
of the future».
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THE NOVEL “MOTHER” AS A REVOLUTIONIST’S CATECHISM:
FORMATION OF THE REVOLUTIONARY ETHIC

The article states that the history of writing of the novel “Mother” came to determine its ideology which, however, was 
not fully developed in the author’s subsequent works. Being written on the Russian material after the time when the first 
Russian revolution was defeated the novel was based on the ideas of the European philosophy well known among the 
revolutionary emigration. And at the same time it was making efforts to solve the problems common for social movement. 
The article also addresses the moral and ethical program of forming an exceptional hero, a leader in the context of ideological 
and philosophical research made by Russian intelligence of 1900-th years. Peculiarities of reception of the novel by home 
critics as well as the place of the novel in Gorky’s literary heritage are marked in the article.
Кеуwords: the novel “Mother”, the first Russian revolution, revolutionary emigration, moral and ethical program.
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Bogdanova O. V., Oliander L. K.
CONCEPT “RUSSIA” IN THE ARTISTIC-PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEM OF M. GORKY 
The article deals with the question of how the concept of Russia is realized in the space of M. Gorky’s novel “Life of Klim 
Samgin”. The purpose of the article — through the structural features of the Gorky text to trace the ways that contribute 
to the activation of the thesaurus of the recipient in the formation of a complex image of Russia. The paper concludes 
that the ability of Gorky to rely on collective memory, on the subconscious processes of national mentality allowed 
him to connect together different space-time layers, to introduce the concept “Petersburg” and “Petersburg text” in the 
constitutional foundation of the concept “Russia”.
Keywords: M. Gorky, novel “Life of Klim Samgin”, concept Russia, “Petersburg text”.
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FANTASTIC PLOTS AND CHARACTERS IN PAMPHLETS AND ESSAYS OF GORKI ABOUT AMERICA

In the article demoniacs plots and characters are examined in satiric pamphlets and satirical articles of Gorki, written to 
them on the impressions from life in the United States of America in 1906, their special philosophical and socio-political 
sense comes to light, their connection is established with Russian literary tradition, the authentic innovation of Gorki-
artist is simultaneously shown in mastering of this theme. The analysis of these works of Gorki allows to come to the 
conclusion, that a writer, calling to character of devil, tried in a bright artistic form to express the philosophical idea about 
universal imperfection of life and inhabiting Earth people, thus a devil frequently plays them the role of that personage 
human sins and vices of public device come to light by means of that.
Keywords: М. Gorki, work, demoniacs plots and characters, philosophical and socio-political sense.
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A. M. Gorky about Soviet literature in the context of the world literary process
(According to the materials of the 1st All-Union Congress of Soviet Writers)

The report provides a critical analysis of Maxim Gorky’s speeches at the First Congress of Soviet Writers in August-
September 1934. Gorky, being elected Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the Congress, spoke at the forum four 
times, including opening and closing speeches. At his main profound report devoted to Soviet literature within the frame 
of the world cultural process Gorky attempted to analyze the most critically important problems. Laying down the main 
trends of literary processes from the standpoint of Marxist sociology, Gorky do it opposing the recently born Soviet literature 
with both Western literature and the preceding Russian literary tradition. It seems useful to look at this material from a 
modern standpoint, which makes it possible to compare the peculiarities of Gorky’s views, the ways and objectives of 
this new literature and the real literary process that followed the Congress. Some of the formulated by Gorky theoretical 
and methodological propositions at the congress were later used by Soviet literary critics to substantiate socialist realism 
as the main literary direction in the USSR.
Ключевые слова: Maxim Gorky, Soviet literature, 1st All-Union Congress of Soviet Writers, socialist realism, Russian 
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A. L. Semenova
Story of M. Gorky “In People” through the prism of A. Bogdanov’s ideas

The article is devoted to the analysis of M. Gorky’s story “In People” through the mastering of A. Bogdanov’s ideas by 
the writer. The concept of “gathering experience”, opposing the “crushing of a person”, became close for the writer, as it 
was consonant with its own credo. The autobiographical novels that were written in 1910 were created under the influence 
of the ideas of empirio-monism, which became noticeable at various artistic levels of the texts. In the story “In People”, 
the writer reveals the main traits of philistinism: social, religious, ethical indifference.
Keywords: M. Gorky, A. Bogdanov, “In People”, empirio-monism, crushing of a person, story, social, ethical, religious.
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L. A. Spiridonova 
DO WE KNOW GORKY?

The work shows that there was a comprehension of M. Gorky’s work in Russia and abroad, how deeply and insufficiently 
understood the work of the classic today. The prospects of understanding the heritage of Gorky from the point of view 
of modernity are outlined. The paper discusses whether Gorky was The first proletarian writer, as he was called by 
A. Lunacharsky.
Keywords: Russian literature of the XX century, M. Gorky, life and creativity
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THE ORIGINS OF THE PLOT: CULTURAL CRISIS AND RUSSIAN REVOLUTION IN M. GORKY’S NOVEL 
“THE LIFE OF KLIM SAMGIN”

In the novel “The Life of Klim Samgin”, Maxim Gorky undertakes a gigantic study of the intellectual life of the pre-
revolutionary intelligentsia. However, his novel of ideas is more than a statement on the existing concepts of the revolution 
of that time. Gorky creates a plot of searching for ideas for the Russian revolution, which opens in the second chapter 
of his novel during the stay of the young Klim Samgin in St. Petersburg. Here Samgin not only encounters for the first 
time Russian Marxists, but also becomes a witness of the dispute of the Marxist Stepan Kutuzov with a descendant of 
a noble family, Igor Turoboev. In my article I will focus on three central aspects: the arrival of the main character in St. 
Petersburg where he metaphorically arrives in the space of history; the subject and the progress of controversy between 
Kutuzov and Turoboev; as well as the meaning of the figure of Turoboev and the backstage game around him, outlined 
in the episode and escaping the attention of Klim Samgin.
Keywords: St. Petersburg, Petersburg text, Russia before revolution, revolution, novel of ideas, Marxism, decadence, 
criticism of culture, cultural crisis, history, historical narrative, positivism, pathos of scientific knowledge, monumentality, 
dialogues, composition of the novel.
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